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REGIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSISTANT 
Fr. Peter Knaapen, OFM Conventual. 
 
The feasts of All Saints and All Souls and the month of 
November are a source of consolation for each of us.  The consol-
ing doctrine of the Communion of Saints allows us to feel ever 
close to those who have died and gives us much hope in moments 
of grief and sadness. 
 As he was dying in the fall of 
1996, the late Cardinal Joseph  
Bernardin of Chicago wrote a moving, 
personal testament, The Gift of Peace, 
that speaks powerfully about death and life. In it he wrote many 
people have asked me to tell them about heaven and the afterlife.  “I 
sometimes smile at the request because I do not know any more 
than they do.  Yet, when one young man asked if I looked  
forward to being united with God and all those who have gone be-
fore me, I made a connection to something I said earlier in my 
book.  The first time I traveled with my mother and sister to my par-
ents’ homeland in northern Italy, I felt as if I had been there be-
fore.  After years of looking through my mother’s photo albums, I 
knew the mountains, the land, the houses, the people.  As soon as 
we entered the valley, I said, “My God, I know this place.  I am 
home.”  Somehow, I think crossing from this life into eternal life 
will be similar.  I will be home”.  
 I suggest that each of us during these days of November 
spend some time reflecting on those who have been close to us, 
who have died, and are now with the Lord. Slowly read this scrip-
ture passage. “The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, 
and no torment will ever touch them. In the eyes of the foolish they 
seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a  
disaster, and their going from us to be their destruction; but they are 
at peace”. ( Wisdom 3:1-3) 
 Remember one person close to you who has died. Bring this 
person’s image into your mind’s eye. As you remember his or her 
life, imagine the Lord Jesus escorting the person into heaven at the 
time of death. Finally, imagine this loved one waiting for you. 
Know that when your time of passing comes, the Lord and your 
loved ones who have gone before you will escort you into the  
kingdom of heaven. End your short remembering with this prayer: 
 Lord, you are the resurrection and the life. You promised 
that whoever believes in you will never die. Lord, through the 
power of your rising, help me believe in my own resurrec-
tion.  Amen. 

(Continued on page 2) 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 
We remember how  
you loved us, to your death  
And still we celebrate for you are with 
us here…..  
 We Remember,  song by 
Marty Haugen 
 
We sing these words at our church, 
and the words tell of Christ’s presence 
in the Eucharist and in our lives….and 
yet I cannot help but think of our de-
ceased loved ones as well when I sing 
them. As we kept vigil by our 
mother’s side in her last days, one of 
the things that she could say, and she 
said it quite often, was how she loved 
us. She even remembered all of the 
grandchildren and would say how  
special they were to her. Family  
members sometimes say that they feel 
her presence or actions in their lives 
today…. 
 Christ left us the Eucharist, to 
remember him by, and also to nourish 
us for the journey….for which he  
became the ultimate sacrifice. Our  
deceased loved ones have also left us a 
legacy of love given in words, actions 
and sacrifices, to feed, to guide and to 
challenge us. One brings salvation, the 
other, daily reminders that nudge us 
toward the right path. 
 Let us remember our deceased 
this month with love and thanksgiving. 
Even when there were challenges, love 
saw them through and saw us through. 
Let the grief turn slowly, gently, into 
joy and gratitude. “Do not mourn as 
others do….” but in the hope of seeing 
them all again in the glory of God! 
May Christ bring you healing and 
peace! 
 
Debbie Tessier, ofs 

“My God, I know this 
place.  I am home.” 
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SPIRITUAL ASSISTANT COURSE 
 

The on-line Spiritual Assistant course is called A Course for Spiritual Assistants. It was created by a com-
mittee from the OFS region of Trillium - including one of our National Spiritual Assistants Fr. Peter 
Knaapen OFM Conv. - and supplemented by the instructor, Br. Gerry Clyne OFM. It is primarily designed 
for those Secular Franciscans aspiring to become Spiritual Assistants for an OFS fraternity (other than their 
own). But as the course contains much general material on Franciscan spirituality, it is offered to those who 
may be interested in taking it to deepen their own Franciscan Spirituality. 
 The course consists of twelve chapters. At the end of each chapter are questions to reflect on and 
share with the instructor and the other students. Two chapters are scheduled per month. This course is not 
academic. Those who want to take the course should not feel intimidated. It is offered free of charge. The 
only thing that is required of the students is to put in a good effort. 
The course provides the opportunity for Seculars from across Canada to meet online with each other. The 
sharing of reflections on their mutual love of serving Christ through the Franciscan charism creates friend-
ships and strengthens the sense of belonging to a national Franciscan community. There will be occasional 
Zoom meeting as well where students get to see those they have been sharing with.  
 The course will start on Oct. 29 with responses to the first chapter questions due Nov. 12. 

Please register with Br. Gerry  at gerryclyne@outlook.com. 

THE GOOD NEWS REPORT 
 

This Good News Report is the newsletter of the Secular Franciscan Order, Trillium Region, Ontario,  
Canada. We aim to publish it quarterly: between the middle and end of: March, June, September, and  
December. 
        Opinions expressed by individual  contributors do not  necessarily reflect  positions of the  
Trillium Regional Fraternity.  
        Any items you wish to include are warmly welcomed and will be considered, space permitting. Arti-
cles may be sent by the 8th of the month of publishing, to Debbie Tessier, ofs, at 

 deborahtessier57@gmail.com 
Note: If you no longer wish to receive the newsletter, please let us know as above. 

BOOK STUDY of  FRANCISCAN SPIRITUALITY 
 
There is still time to join!   
Franciscan Prayer, by Ilia Delio, OSF 
 
Third Tuesday of the month via Zoom 
Second session Dec. 20 at 1:30 pm      ~Chapter One 
 
For the link, contact Debbie: deborahtessier57@gmail.com 

 May we spend our earthly pilgrimage filling our minds with the thoughts of heaven, so that when 
we finally cross over into eternal life, the images we see may not be foreign, startling, or strange.  Let us 
pray that we, too, may be able to say: “My God, I know this place.  I am home.”  
 

Fr. Peter Knaapen, OFM Conventual 

(Continued from page 1) 
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PRAYING FOR HOLY SOULS IN PURGATORY 
 
Welcome November, such a special month. It is the month that starts with the beautiful celebration in  
honour of all saints, known and unknown. The very next day we celebrate the commemoration of all the 
faithful departed known as All Souls Day. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that, 
 

 All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their 
eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter 
the joy of heaven. (CCC1030) 
 

 The Catholic Church teaches us that the poor souls in purgatory cannot pray for themselves or offer 
any sacrifices to atone for their sins. As Catholics, as Secular Franciscans we are committed to offering 
those prayers and sacrifices for them. The last intercession in our evening prayer is offered for these dear 
souls. 
 My first memory of praying for the souls in purgatory was at a very young age learning to pray what 
I know now as the Eternal Rest Prayer (Requiem Prayer), in Latin. I didn’t understand what I was saying 
but I was told I was praying for my grandmother who had died a year earlier and my grandfather whom I 
had never met. Honouring my deceased family members with prayers and Masses was a common practice 
that I grew up with but it wasn’t until I was a young adult did I realize the significance of my family’s  
dedication to their deceased relatives. I was given a prayer book, “A month with the souls in Purgatory” 
which had readings, revelations, prayers and litanies to be said every day for a month. Since receiving that 
book I have dedicated every November to this devotion. 
 Our Catholic faith teaches us that our prayers and sufferings for the souls in purgatory are spiritual 
works of mercy, acts of Christian charity. 
 

 From the beginning the Church has honoured the memory of the dead and offered prayers in  
suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific  
vision of God. The Church also commends almsgiving, indulgences and works of penance undertaken on 
behalf of the dead. (CCC 1032) 
 

 Let us all be bold in our resolve to help our deceased brothers and sisters to reach purification and 
be welcomed into their eternal home with God. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in Peace.  
Amen. 

 
Pax et Bonum, Maria Ferrera, ofs 

FORMATION NEWS 
 

I am happy to report that we have begun our Trillium Regional Formator’s Course. Please keep those who 
are taking the course in your prayers. I am beyond grateful to those who stepped forward to help me and to 
answer all my emails (and there were many) and my phone calls to get this course up and running. Lanny 
Hui, Cathy Payne and of course our own Debbie Tessier, you are my beacons of encouragement and support. 

 Our second Zoom meeting for all Formation Directors who were unable to attend the first meeting 
will take place Monday, November 21 at 7pm. A reminder email with the zoom link will be sent. 

Sending peace, Maria Ferrera, ofs, Regional Formation Director 
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J O A N  S I M O N E  O B I T U A R Y  

SIMONE, JOAN CLARE CM, DSL 1940-2022 Joan was born in Leeds, England 
on September 22, 1940. Joan was called to Jesus on September 26, 2022.  
 Joan leaves many to celebrate and appreciate her earthly presence. Those 
who adore her include Dr. Andrew A. Simone, her beloved husband of 62 years, 
and their 14 children and their families: Her memory will also be cherished by 
Joan's siblings Marie and Len Deflece, and Len and Cathy Hoare and her caring 
sisters-in-law Margaret Anderson, Jennifer Barry, Sally Francis and their families 
and Andrew's sisters who have passed before her, Yvonne Baines and Antoinette 
Simone.  
 
 Throughout the years Joan, along with Andrew, created a welcoming home 
that has included 23 foster children, the Chu family, and many others who have, and will, share in their love, 
sense of humour, and great appreciation of joyful times. Joan was guided by her faith and God's grace.  
 

 Recently when Joan was asked about her  
hobbies, she answered, "I collect food for the poor." 
And that is what she and Andrew did. The focus and 
mission of their lives is to feed Mary's children. Not 
only the physically hungry but also the spiritually  
hungry. Through their dedication to helping God's  
children and their strong commitment to the teachings 
of Jesus, they gather and distribute food, supplies, love, 
and hope. Joan and Andrew have devoted their lives to 
Andrew's medical practice and caring for the poor.  
 

 With the grace of God, they worked with the Missionaries of Charity (Mother Teresa),  
co-founded Canadian Food for Children, Amazing Grace Canada and support Silent Children. This work 
brings them joy.  
 
 Joan, along with Andrew, appreciate the many volunteers and organizers who dedicate their physical 
and spiritual energy to continue the work. CFFC has inspired many people and saved countless lives – those in 
need of nutrition along with those in need of love. Joan holds and humbly accepted the esteemed Order of 
Canada, the Doctor of Sacred Letters Honuris Causa degree from St Michael's College, and the Papal Cross 
Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice.  
 
 Joan's family thanks everyone for your prayers and loving support to the family. In memory of Joan, 
please be kind and "smile at each other for a smile is the beginning of love" (Mother Teresa). Your prayers, 
energy, and/or donations to a charity you admire are also appreciated. For one small act will make a difference 
– another thing Joan (and Andrew) model.  

 
"Remember that when you leave this earth, 
you can take with you nothing that you have 
received - only what you have given: a full 
heart, enriched by honest service, love, sacri-
fice, and courage."  
   - St. Francis of Assisi 

 
"smile at each other for a 
smile is the beginning of 
love"  
 Mother Teresa  
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TRILLIUM FRATERNITY MEMORIAL WALL 2022 
 

  Isobel Flood, ofs         St. Francis Fraternity, Burlington, January 16, 2022. 
  Ken Lawlis, ofs           St. Peter Fraternity, London, January 16, 2022 
  Catherine Kruger, ofs      St. Mary of the Angels Fraternity, Welland, February 6, 2022 
  Frances Mary Valeriote, ofs    St. Joseph the Worker Fraternity, Port Elgin, February 7, 2022. 
  Edda Critelli, ofs        St. Mary of the Angels Fraternity, Welland, March 12, 2022 
  Lucas Un Kung Baik, ofs    St. John Vianney Fraternity, Toronto, March 13, 2022 
  Brian Greigson, ofs    St. Maximilian Kolbe Fraternity, Kingston, April 14, 2022 
  Paul Lynch, ofs           St. Bonaventure Fraternity, Toronto, August 26, 2022 
  Gerardo Elises, ofs     St. Felix of Cantalice Fraternity, Toronto, November 5, 2022 
  Rosina Diego, ofs        St. Bonaventure Fraternity, Toronto, November 21, 2022 

Holy Rosary Fraternity, Belleville,  
September 2022 
 

Minister, Mary Olsen, ofs; Vice-Minister,  
Chris Thurgood, ofs; Secretary, Louise Tayti, ofs;  
Treasurer, Harry Holtz, ofs;  
Formation Director, Silvana Loughheed, ofs 
 
St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity, Sarnia,  
September 2022 
 

Minister, Tony Muir, ofs; Vice Minister,  
Shelly Filia, ofs; Secretary, Patricia Blonde, ofs; 
Treasurer, Lorraine Day, ofs;  
Formation Director, Kay Paton, ofs 
 
St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity, Brampton,  
October 2022 
 

Minister, Mary Reid, ofs; Vice-Minister,  
Venante Francis, ofs; Secretary, Brenda Wood, ofs;  
Treasurer, Sonia Aristizabal, ofs;  
Formation Director, Jim Reid, ofs. 
 

CHAPTERS OF ELECTION 
 

 Let us pray for those who have been elected to responsibilities for the animation and guidance of 
their fraternities: 
 May they carry out their duties willingly, in a joyful, loving spirit in the service to God and to their 
brothers and sisters. May their fraternities support them in prayer, offering a kind word, a helping hand 
when needed, and continue to have faith that God is working in and through them. Amen. 

St. Peter Fraternity, London, 
October 2022 
 

Minister, Anne Beaulieu, ofs;  
Vice Minister, Robin Francis, ofs;  
Secretary, Helen Borbely, ofs;   
Treasurer, Murielle Plante, ofs;  
Formation Director, Len Hughes, ofs 
 
St. Angela Merici Fraternity, Oshawa,  
November 2022 
 

Minister, Patricia Mitchell, ofs; Vice Minister, 
Donna Marks, ofs; Secretary, Hilda Rambala, 
ofs; Treasurer, Alan Frank, ofs;  
Formation Director, Teresa Viechweg, ofs. 
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ANNIVERSARY CERTIFICATES 2022 
St. John Vianney Fraternity, Don Mills, ON 

 
Five year anniversary  (Professed on Sept. 3, 2017):  Domingo Jongho Yoon, ofs,   
   Joanna Soon-ok Roh, ofs., Anes Myongae Yoon, ofs,  
   Veronica Sun Ja Lee, ofs, Veronica Mi Hee Yang, ofs 
 
Ten year Anniversary  (Professed on Aug. 26, 2012): Pius Duck Nam Chang, ofs,  
   Joseph Taeyoung Hwangbo, ofs 
 
Twenty year Anniversary  (Professed on Aug. 22, 2002): Regina Ok Bong Sim, ofs,  
   Ladislaus Kee Yong Lee, ofs,  Helena Kyu Keum Lee, ofs,  
   Gemma Su-Ja Chang, ofs, Mary Kyung Soo Kwon, ofs, 
   Rosaria Kye Hee Lee, ofs, Maria Young Ok Kim, ofs,  
   Benedicta Young Hee Hwang, ofs, M. Michaella Young Sook Roh, ofs 
 
Twenty-five year anniversary  (Professed on July 12, 1997): Cecillia Jung Ja Huh, ofs,   
   Elizabeth Jong Suk Gang, ofs, Agnes Jin Sim Chun, ofs 
 
Thirty-five year Anniversary  (Professed on March 18, 1987): Veronica Dong Cho Yu, ofs 

 

Do you need a certificate for a newly professed  
member or for a special anniversary  

for a fraternity member?  
Please contact:   

Clelia Malerba at:  malerbac@yahoo.com 

PROFESSIONS   
 St. Bonaventure Fraternity, Toronto, Sunday, September 4, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr Peter Knaapen, OFM Conventual is facing (from the left)   
 Bonnie Beverly, ofs, Secretary, Anna Marziliano, ofs, Acting Minister, and David Mitchell, ofs,  
   and the newly professed: Simon Chow, ofs. and Tom Burns, ofs  


